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Take an-?Amencan><>rganizati 
that preache^Clmstiaiiity;^G!ve-;it? 
some U5r'^verament|money_?{tO‘J 
work with, aose ties to gciy erpjhents^ 
of the>Tlm|3^rld nations where it ; 
serves.'itsawTiaii-aiid radid service, - ,' 
a S31»nuUion.*jearbudgetand4;000-; 
workersin 36-cduntries LeExt.bfihg_ 
literaej**-? and a*healthy fdqserofj; 
westertrcnltnre'-r^tarenioteJadiaik, 

tribesrWhat;d<ryotrgit> em 

.. <Yo ix!getJh e JiVycliffe BibleTran^ 
slators? and' its 1 two affiliates/* the£ 


the Jimgfe'ALr and- Radio Service^ 
Butspmfe'people, asking.the?same: v 
queStionsrcoinetip with a different/ 

. answer —the 1 America n.' CIA.. " , .w: 

The-cRarge that WVcIfffe is a GIA- 
-fronthas.been made —and strongly 
denied— "before. but never-asdrar 
matically ’asla" Columbia,' where 
band of. gueiilTas kidnapped a- Wye/.; 
liffe workeK;23-year-old Chester-A.-^ 
Bitterman‘III,'on‘Ja'n.i9 and three t7-| 
.ened to kill Jbist..if his organization; 
didnot leave thecountry by Feb.195-; 

' The‘guerillas,‘whd have- since exA 
tended the deadline, said the instP 
tute was*v-a mask of th e ClA;.- :tor 
establish, a militar^ espionage opera-* 
tioftp-as^welWaa the -search. antLex-I 
ploitation of out natural resources A- 
Bijterman-and , his.-wife^began., 
worki&j-bl nmbia in.'f^Dre!tyw g^ 


. _ . . „ t . ..... - ; A; 

if* t*r' T-±S&**&** t 


^^fownsendhai traveled, to Central 
cAinenca as a college student in- 1917 
v|and ; found .that . many 'small ~ tribes 
"spo£e languages other than their na- 
tion's official language: Heathen 
spent IZyears reducing the spoken ; 
language of the Cakchiquwl Tribe or 
Guatemala to a written language; fiv 
hall}# producing a- New Testament 
Jrfmslation- J ;.j _ v.r * v 

: r - Townsend - was committed to the 
■fbrbUwl notion that Christ called for J. 
every^person on Earth-tdrhear the - 
Gospel and f d unded Wycliffe to tran- 
£slat^fhe Bibleinto even themost pbv 
3cur£lan giiage. ; ■ . » 

organization “has' Jnow 
r tcatalogued 5,10JIanguageS/some of- 
them spoken byrfewer than 100 peo- 
■£ ple/It has produce&Biblesin 800 lan-: 
//. guages and is working on 650 more'. 
^ translations. Wycliffe has produced ; 
r the^first written^fornt of many of 
fcthbSe languages." - ^ 1 

&! -"We’re alphabet-makers,”";: said:; 

yBlair, who said most of the people-: 
S Wycliffe seryes .fere "isolated geo- 



"? .-* ■ } - «.‘'q sul- . £*. / 7. rrr 

, „ Wycliffe is relying QtLgoxeram.eht: 
jeffoiij/to.. win Bitterman’s. release^ 
* bufcit will not^eave Cbluip&ia,y?here 
. it has operated for,19^at^acc6rdT l ; 

- ing to> spokeswoman,B3iy> Blafr,Z>;% 
.^^rWedoh’twanttoieavethe'people/ 
.we're.trying to serve, ■'ijhe sai<£TAnd 
-to-yieid here fcould jeopardize .other 
-people in all our other countries anti 
-people in other Organizations^'WeaM 


• -' Wycliffe-;; ac^ontiehominatidnar; 

' nouecclesiastical ^vangelicbl orga-. 
nization,.'is based.ih^Huntingtoa 
Beach, Cali{.It was nimeti after. John 
Wycliffe, a>l4th Century English Bi-^ 
bl«f translatorlTheorgatu?ati6n was.] 
founded in. 19^;by JW.J Cameron^ 
.Townsend, who^at 84^stilIxua&ltJ2 


4Cf- A typical team from* the Summer 
7- Institute of linguistics,: Which does 
. tbfe actual'ffeld work, -is>Jai married 
'/couple ortwo single women'who live 
; With ani,.“indigenous ^language - 1 
/ group" (some • object to - the* label 
«i“ tribe”) for. the 15-20 years it takes. 
Ato completeiits'jvprk, Blairysaid.fe;i 

She said -the- team produces, prim-;: 
•ers and other.educational- materials^ 
'a dictionary ~ sometimes, if the peo- 
- jpleTvant it; providing^a bridge to the- 
^national language — and aNewTes- 
^jtament translation: 

Last year/the Institute wbri the In-- 
v-tertialiohal ^Beading ’- Association 
?Award presented by UNESCO for its- 
*wprk ^in Papua New Guinea. The in- 
} ’sti6£te~has begun a Inajor literacy < 
pnjject in the Sudan, with a $1.4 mil- 
lion grant from the^lTS* Agency for 
. ; Interaafibnal ’Development * pro vid- 
*ing*27 percentiof the co$t2*&:i 

l uW-U t-n 


Wyclrffe‘s critics — including a • 
national as^ociation^of anthropolo- 
gists from Mexico, some Indian 
tribes and somenonevangelical mis- 
sionaries — accuse the organization 
of a culturaL nhperiaUsm.‘", under- 
mining the basfc;' cultures "of the 
groups they help^^They have a very ■ 
‘gringo’ image,”7^aid-one* Catholic- 
missiona^^ • : " 

/ Blair counters thatputting an- un- 
written ^ -language endpaper “pre- 
, serves a chlture.^ . ' 4* 

Culmres change all thAtime,'she 
said, and'remote tribal cultures are 
changed by their contact with the 
nutside world. Wycliffe’s work helps- 
them, cope with, that- contact and 
change, she said: ^ 

^■She said Wycliffe does not prosely- 
“tize, but simply- presents the New 
Testament and offers- people a’ 
choice. Wade Coggins,- director of j 
the 83-member Evangelical Foreign 
Mission Association, says his group’s . 
members regard Wycliffe .highly^,. 

Ruthann Geib, who runs the Sum-, 
mer Institute for Linguistics 1 liaison 
office in Washington, said in an in- j 
terview that the institute has been 
asked to leave Mexico, Peru and Pa- 
nama because of criticism, but that 
all three governments had later in- vj 
vited it back in for new projects after * 
the 'institute beefed np its goyern- 
mentvTelatiohs efforts.^: ^ r *$} ; 
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